
s hover aga n -~ over orage; st 
were som~thl~g from the Fur 

- Continued from Page A-1 Rend,ezvous celebration, per-
called Anchorage police, the baps flares or a t1lild's trick; · 
United States Air Force and .. 1 thought: i~ might have 
the- F AA. been little . kids putting can-

On Mon~ay night, poliCe· dies. in paper bags,''· Hanson 
got even more calls:· Rlmdl said.1. 
Goode. communication SUPer- · But -seconds after the first 
visor at the AnchOrage Police lights appeared, another 
Department, said about 30 moved silently across the sky, 
people reported the light• slow~. an4 joined the fi~t 
Monday night. · group, he said. Then another . 

"Some of the same officers - came and hovered near the. 
who saw the lights Sunday glowiQa flock. -
night saw them again tonight ~ "That was something that 
and said, 'Yep,_ that's them.' , little paper bags and candles 
Goode said. can't do,'' Hanscn said. 

Chris Hanson, who spotted "I've never seen anything 
the lights Sunday night when like it, •• said Jim Minton, a 
driving through Spenard, said commeric~ pilot. Minton aqd 
he saw "distinct balls of · his. wife were drivint with ... ~ 
light.. movina over town. At. . Ha.nson Sunday. - when ~11 
fl~t. he said, be thought they - three spotted the light$. "We-'-

all felt it was extremely out 
of the ordinary.'.' 

Following Sunday's sight'! 
ings, F AA officials declared 
the lights were perfectly ordb _ 
nary. 1 

"The controllers · spotte4 
hot air balloons, with theu 
burners going on and of(,·~ 
said F AA spokesman Paul 
Steucke. Because of the dis­
tan~e. those controllers were 
unabl_e to identify any indF 
vidual ballqon Sunday night; 
he said. 

Local balloonists dismissed 
the F AA's findings. Many bal­
loon pilots Sunday night were 
attending the yearly banquet 
for Alaska Air Mushers Asso­
ciation~ .The banquet was in­
Rabbit Creek and was stilt 
goin1 , when th& lighta were---

spotted, balloon"ists said; -_ 
"Virtually all the commer­

cial operators were- at the 
banquet," said Mike Came­
vale, ·owner of Balloon Cen­
tr81 Station. "I heard that 
th~re· were 10 to 12 -lights. 
'fPere is no way t~at many­
ballool)ists could have; gone --
unaccc;Junted for Sunday 
night." _ 

at t ~Y-· ar•~Y-~ --- ~ 
"It's to·~ e~•Y .to gel -~ 

caught, tl Carnevale said. UA ~ 
balloon at. night lights up the ~ 
sky. But it looks like a seven- ~ 
story light bulb, not li~e -at. ~ 

_ group of street lights.~· . ·.., ~ 

Although -witnesses ~o~J ~ 
tacted Monday ; about. t~~i r 
sightings were anXious-tot~· .. ~ 
about the _lights, they ·. wete ·. ~ 
reluctant to guess whal th~ . ., ~ 
lights might have been-. · - Balloonists flying in con- _ 

trolled airspace are required . 
. to radio fhght · officials a.nd "One .part of me . sdll feels: f ~ 
report · their · movements, it was a prank with kids and ~ 
Steucke saJQ. No such radio paper bags and candles,'' '.- ~ 
C<?ntact was reported Sunday Hanson said. "But another •'}. . ~ 
ntgh~. . part of. me said it was some- < ~ 

N~ght-flytng balloons are thing else. _ 1: )I 
requtred by the F ~ to ea~ "But I ~ell you, I'm goins ·li ~ 
strobe l!ghts. p1lots sat d. _ to &Q. t9 t,Ae li~rary and ~~: ; - ~' 
flying wlthout one ~uld ~o~~ : out everytb1n1 I ~a~ · ~n- '1 
a pilot a flylnc llcens~ :-; - -:: ~·' . UFOa.;-.I'mint~res!ed !lo~'~ .-; 

~A~·~ij'ti.--liQ_~ti'-Sppearl~~ 
a,g~<l,r:t: gv!.~·-A.~~h~r~g_ .. ). 
aj·oReo··aioitiRR __ ,~~:-,;;.~: -.};. __ da:- .· · li~~·t· · : ..... : .. ~ . 1: ·_ ·~\·h · : -~~aj 

· ·- , ·· , . 1 ~ s were ~ o~ f!IU1 
_Diily New• reportw-~· . : ... -.-.. _- : ~ ·- ~.- - balloons were' denied-. li»i'bak; 
· W ~t Ancholll&~ slda M;op~ Ioonlsts. . ' . ~- ~ . · 
day were dot~e4 ·wit~ a ~lt: A1J many, aa 12 light$. JP. 
of bright and un~·cl- peared . in the westem slq ~ 
amber listli- _: : . . ___ . : , __ '·· ·: - Monday. Some of the li&ldt-' 

1'fie Illti.~ whl<;h: appem~ · glowed ~p~e in the skY wlp1~ -~ 
at"- abqut 9 p.~. were a~p.. ot~nt ap~~" iD. crudt.-Jl.._., 
en~ly -very s~ar. to tbo• - sips or· m· strai~t Hnel . ot1 

:" tbat flo•ltecl . over· Spen•r~· ~ee or four Uifiti e~-:- ~ _;., 
• Sunday evenh!f.- But" sgect•~ · ..... The-- Ughta "' appearect.~ ·t~ 
to~ and. offidala --w~ - ·~·,~•~ 7.- climb slowly- in~o-:_, _th~, ak~ 
lo• to explain th' 'OUf9e: '9J.;·-._before hovering and then :~J 
th'e lights .. --. ·· _ ···. -.. , - -0-· appearfna.: They faded about~ 
. ..There were a oouple lights .. 30 minutes aftel! they--Qr.:f" 
but we couldn't tell what they peared. · · ~ .... 
were," said Roger Carpenter, _ A number of Anchorage-
team supervisor at the An- residents apparently spotted 
chorage International Ai-rport the mysterious lights both. 
control tower. "We didn't see Sunday and M9nday night 
anything on the tower radar.'' On Sunday, skywatchers 
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